CHAPTER I
EARLY YEARS

DURING my long stay in the heat of Manila Bay
after the battle, certain angles of view of the irreg-
ular landscape of Luzon from the deck of the flag-
ship Olympia often recalled the Green Mountains of
my boyhood days. Indeed, I never look across a
stretch of rolling country without a feeling of home-
sickness for Vermont. My ancestors were reared
among the New England hills. They were of the
old Pilgrim stock whose character has so eminently
impressed itself on that of the nation.

A desire for religious freedom brought the French
Huguenot family of Douai to Kent, in England, in
the latter half of the sixteenth century. There the
name became Duee. In a later time a desire for re-
ligious freedom sent one Thomas Duee, the founder
of the American family, from Sandwich, in Kent, to
Massachusetts, where the name was changed to
Dewey. He settled at Dorchester in 1634, and
mention of him appears in the old town records as
follows:

It is granted that Thomas Duee shall have 2 acres of mow-
ing ground, neere the Fresh Marsh, which he hath formerly
mowen, in satisfaction for an acre of ground, which he left in
common at his house.
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